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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH’S STATEMENT ON THE 2024 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

November 7, 2024 

For Immediate Release 

Contact: press@spotlightpr.org 

Following the re-election of Donald Trump as the nation’s 47th President, United Women in Faith issued the following statement: 

NEW YORK—As United Women in Faith, we want to remind our friends and family that our work doesn’t begin or end with one 
election. We have been and will continue to be committed to racial justice, climate justice, gender justice, environmental 
protections, women’s health, immigrants’ rights, and human rights. Through our faith we will channel the determination of our 
foremothers and re-commit ourselves to the perpetual push for justice. 

It is true that the electoral results affect us differently depending on our racial identity, religion, citizenship status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and socio-economic status. Nevertheless, we stand in solidarity with the marginalized communities 
most impacted. 

We invite our members and the general public to join us in our Micah 6:8 pledge. Through each election cycle the call of our faith 
endures. We will, therefore, anchor ourselves in the call to remember what the Lord requires of us: “to do justice and to love 
kindness and to walk humbly with the Lord your God.” 

This U.S. presidential election saw the first Black and South Asian woman as a major party’s nominee. It is indisputable that 
some hoped for a different outcome. And yet, we must never relent in the struggle to secure policies that advance justice and 
equity. We must remain engaged in political processes and committed to encouraging support for policies that see, value, and 
protect women, children, and youth. Let us commit to truly taking care of one another. Let us commit to be in prayer, with bowed 
heads and through our actions, that those in power prioritize the greater good over selfish gain. United Women in Faith will stand 
with its members, offering strategies for how women of faith can continue to advocate to achieve our shared goals and build a 
safe and whole world in which all can know God’s freedom and love. 



 Fall 2024 Edition 

 
 

November 2024 2 
 

  

  

  



 Fall 2024 Edition 

 
 

November 2024 3 
 

 
VICE PRESIDENT’S SHARING 
POLLY PETERSEN 

 
 
 
“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip 
his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11 - 13) 
 
I am writing this article on All Saints Sunday, so I have been reflecting on the women of our church 
and of our United Women in Faith or UWF (formerly United Methodist Women and originally Women’s 
Foreign Missionary Society).  We are so fortunate to belong to an organization with such a rich history 
of women who made a difference in the lives of women and children in their communities and around 
the world.  We can follow in their footsteps.  As the bible verse above so aptly states, we are equipped 
by Jesus Christ to be His servants.  This inspires all of us to keep up the good work. 
 
As many of you may not know me, I would like to share a little bit about myself.  I was born in India 
because my parents were Methodist missionaries.  My father worked as a dentist at Clara Swain 
Hospital which was started by Dr. Clara Swain, one of the first missionaries sent by the Women’s 
Foreign Missionary Society, the precursor to United Methodist Women.  I lived in India until I was 18 
and returned to the US to continue my studies, graduating from San Diego State University.  For most 
of my working career, I was employed by the County of San Diego where I held various positions in 
the Health and Humans services department.  Upon retiring after 25 years of service with the county, 
my husband, Jim, and I returned to India.  While in India, we worked at Woodstock School, an 
international school.  On returning to San Diego, I have had an opportunity to become more involved 
with Nestor United Methodist Church and with the United Women in Faith. I find my work with UWF 
particularly rewarding.  It is inspiring to learn and work with dedicated faithful women at the local, 
district, and conference level. 
 
I have three beautiful daughters, a foster daughter, and a foster son.  They all have their own children 
so there are lots of grandkids.  I enjoy reading, traveling, walking, and sharing time with family, friends, 
and my United Women in Faith sisters. 
 
I am looking forward to a new year of UWF activities.  I know that when we meet either on-line or in 
person, we all benefit.  We encourage each other, we strengthen our faith, and we have fun!  I would 
also like to hear from you.  I would like to hear about activities in your local organizations that have 
been successful.  If invited, I would be happy to visit one of your meetings or functions.  Feel free to 
contact me.  Since I don’t always answer my phone, text or email is the best way to reach me. 
 
Praying that the love of Jesus Christ will flow through all of us, 
 
Polly Petersen, Vice President 
South District United Women in Faith 
Email :  pollypetersen52@gmail.com 
Cell Phone:  (619) 721-1473 
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   TREASURER’S REPORT 
   JOANNA SCHWEND 

 
 
 
Dear UWF Sisters, 
 
The media brings anxiety into our lives.  Our faith reassures us: Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid. –John 14:27; and directs our efforts:  Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way, you 
will fulfill the law of Christ. –Galatians 6:2. 
 
Our General Secretary, Sally Vonner, writes:  “No matter what may come in the days ahead, we will get 
through if we, like Proverbs 4:29 says:  Let (our) eyes look directly forward, and (our) gaze be straight 
before (us), supporting and being in mission with women, children and youth.” 
 
Our UWFaith primary efforts in bearing one another’s burdens are through Mission Giving. The 2023-
24 UWFaith Annual Report shows that UWF Program Services rendered by UWFaith and other 
organizations totaled $11.4 MILLION. 
 
Our Cal-Pac South District has an ambitious goal of $75,000 in Mission Giving for 2024.  At the end of 
October, we have reached nearly $49,000 in giving, 65% of our goal.  November is critical to our 
success. 
 
Each Local Organization Unit helps achieve this goal. Review your unit’s giving through the year and 
submit your final 2024 remittances no later than Tuesday, December 3, so that I have time to submit 
them to our Conference Treasurer by December 15.  Include all FIVE CHANNELS OF MISSION 
GIVING during the year to be a Five Star Unit, which is one of the Mission Today Criteria. 
 
One of the five channels is the World Thank Offering (WTO) given during the Fall.  The WTO furthers 
UWFaith missions in celebration of God’s blessings in our lives. 
 
Thank you, Unit Treasurers, for your faithful service.  Please email me if there is a change of Treasurer 
in your unit. 
 
Joanna Schwend, Treasurer 
South District United Women in Faith 
Email:  jwschwend@yahoo.com 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 
MARCIA EASTON 

 
 
 
We are all getting ready to start a new year.  As you elect your local officers for 2025, please remember 
to send your new/renewed roster to me.  It is so important to have your contact information so you can 
receive updated information.   Cal Pac UWF depends on our information as well.  We have a computer 
fillable form this year to make it easier.  Email to me at marciaeaston@cox.net or mail to 28032 Via 
Congora, Mission Viejo, CA  92692. 
 
Please note our South District Secretary Training will be Saturday, January 11, 2025, at 10 am.  If you 
have served as Secretary for several years, you may not feel you need training.   Please know that your 
experience can help others.  Please plan to attend.  My email is above.  Please send me your email 
address so we can send you the zoom link. 
 
Have a blessed Christmas. 
 
Marcia Easton, Secretary 
South District United Women in Faith 
Email:  marciaeaston@cox.net 
 
 
 
 

MISSION EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION COORDINATOR’S  
REPORT 
FRANCINE DEWITT-HAYNES 

 
 

The seasons are moving fast, and we are gearing up for cold and rainy weather next.  
With Thanksgiving and Christmas around the corner, we wonder how time is moving so 
fast.  God moves us according to His time and according to His word. 

 
I just want to remind the units that the completion of the 2024 Mission Today Criteria is fast approaching.  
All forms are due on Sunday, December 15, 2024.  If you finish your criteria before the due date, you 
may send it in. 
 
The Mission Education and Interpretation Training will be on Saturday, January 11, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.  
All Unit coordinators should be present. 
 
Francine DeWitt-Haynes, MEI Coordinator 
South District United Women in Faith 
Email:  beatrice.witt@sbcglobal.net 
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PROGRAM RESOURCES COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
JUDY EDELBLUTE 

 
 
 
Greetings Program Coordinators and All Book Lovers, 
 
Although our job description has been primarily promoting the UWF Reading Program, there are many 
digital resources available, too.  Those include Faith Talks videos and podcasts, Voices from the Field 
videos by deaconesses and home missioners, author talks, and much more. 
 
All of these resources, as well as the 2025 books, will be included in the Zoom Training on Saturday, 
January 25, 2025, at 9 am.  Please email me at judyedel@san.rr.com if you want to participate.  Any 
interested person, whether or not you are the Program Resources Coordinator for your unit, is welcome 
to attend. 
 
Some people don’t want to buy the books they want to read.  I encourage them to check out what the 
public library has.  Some of the books on our reading list are or have been bestsellers and will be 
available at the library.  Michelle Obama’s book Becoming (category: Leadership Development) is 
currently on the reading list.  If you read it in the previous year and didn’t report it, you may report it now.  
In 2025, Obama’s new book We Carry the Light (category – Nurturing for Community) will be on the 
reading list, too.  A few of the best sellers that were new on the 2024 reading list include How Beautiful 
We Were by Imbolo Mbue (category -Education for Mission), They Called Us Enemy by George Takei 
(category - Education for Mission), and The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone by Heather 
McGhee (category - Social Action).  The complete list of Reading Program books is on the UWF website 
at uwfaith.org/read. 
 
Each Reading Program Coordinator should send me a copy of each reader’s report by Monday, 
December 16, 2024.  Please indicate if they have completed requirements for a certificate.  It would be 
helpful if you indicated the year the book was first on the reading list.  We want to know about all the 
readers, whether they read one book or enough books to complete a certificate.  There is a friendly 
rivalry among the districts to see who has the highest percentage of readers.  We also want to know 
about any children or youth who read any books on our list or had the books read to them, either at 
home or in Sunday School.  South District currently has the banner for youth readers.  We’d like to keep 
it. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  I look forward to seeing you at the Zoom session on 
January 25. 
 
Judy Edelblute, Program Resource Coordinator 
South District United Women in Faith 
Email:  judyedel@san.rr.com 
Telephone:  (858) 278-0255 (no texts, this is a landline) 
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SOCIAL ACTION COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
KAY GUY         

 
 
 
Hello, friends, 
 
I am honored to be the new social action coordinator for South District and am looking forward to 
working cooperatively with leaders from local churches to build our ministries.  I have been very involved 
in United Women in Faith at Escondido First United Methodist Church, especially in the last four years 
since retiring from teaching in a public elementary school. 
 
We will become more acquainted in the next few months, and I look forward to hearing how we are all 
involved in social action.  By sharing ideas and working together, we will become better servants. 
 
I encourage you to explore the United Women in Faith webpage to learn more about our priorities for 
Social Action.  Our current justice campaigns through 2028 (click on links) are Just Energy 4 
All and Ending Mass Incarceration. 
 
We will meet at our district training session online on Saturday, January 25, 2025, at 11 am.  Please 
bring your ideas, energy and suggestions to the question:  How can we, in South District, respond to 
the UWF social action priorities?  Please send me an email at mkayguy@gmail.com to register and to 
receive the Zoom link. 
 
Before the end of the year, our local units are urged to complete the 2024 Charter for Racial Justice 
Criteria.  Please share this with your local unit and return the form to me by December 15.  The Cal-
Pac February 2025 at Mid-Winter Event will recognize units who have completed and met the Charter 
for Racial Justice Criteria for 2024. 
 
Kay Guy, Social Action Coordinator 
South District United Women in Faith 
Email:  mkayguy@gmail.com 
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South District United Women in Faith 

Local Officers’ Training (LOT) 
Via Zoom 

 

Saturday, January 11, at 9:00 am 
Mission Education and Interpretation 
Francine Dewitt-Haynes | Email:  beatrice.witt@sbcglobal.net 

Saturday, January 11, at 10:00 am Secretary  
Marcia Easton | Email:  marciaeaston@cox.net 

Saturday, January 18, at 9:00 am 
Treasurer 
Joanna Schwend | Email:  jwschwend@yahoo.com 

Saturday, January 18, 10:30 am Membership 
Lynette Hayes | Email:  lyn.hayes123@gmail.com 

Saturday, January 18, at 1:00 pm 
President/Vice President 
Lynette Hayes | Email:  lyn.hayes123@gmail.com 

Saturday, January 25, at 9:00 am 
Program Resources 
Judy Edelblute | Email:  judyedel@san.rr.com 

Saturday, January 25, at 10:30 am 
Spiritual Growth 
Polly Petersen | Email:  pollypetersen52@gmail.com  

Saturday, January 25, at 11:00 am Social Action 
Kay Guy | Email:  mkayguy@gmail.com 

Saturday, January 25, at 2:00 pm 
Committee on Nominations and Communications Coordinator 
Laddie Perez-Galang | Email:  laddieperezgalang@gmail.com 
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WOMEN’S AUXILIARY FOR SPIRITUAL CARE - USC ARCADIA HOSPITAL 

 

Greetings!   
 
You might ask, how is it possible that each year the auxiliary can send a significant check to the hospital 
for its Spiritual Care Department?  This is possible because we oversee the gift shop and the proceeds 
plus our donations and memberships contribute to this funding. 
 
These days, we are more aware of the vital work of our community hospitals and other health care 
providers.  Please continue to share the good news of the hospital in Arcadia that our women started 
back in 1903 in Los Angeles.  Volunteer opportunities make a difference and make it possible for the 
gift shop to be open more hours and days in the week.  If you do not live near enough, please consider 
adding support by becoming an auxiliary member or local organization group membership and 
volunteering at your local hospital. 
 
I hope you will attend, in person or virtually, the annual General Meeting of the Women’s Auxiliary in 
January 2025.  Please mark your calendars for Monday, January 27, 2025, at 10:00 am in the Board 
Room. 
 
We hope to enjoy a hospital buffet lunch after the meeting.  We will send more details in the future. 
 
Thank you,                                                                                                                 
 
Rosalie Niemann 
Women’s Auxiliary Vice President 
Email:  niemann007@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
The survey is intended to be completed by the unit president or All-Access group convener.  Questions 
are related to how your unit or group is thriving in sisterhood, faith and action and how you are 
committed to act boldly for justice and transform communities. 
 
Your responses matter.  Your answers will allow the United Women in Faith National Office to: 
 

 Deliver more resources on the areas that matter most 
 Gather engagement data based on region 
 Celebrate all the work you are doing on behalf of women, children, and youth 

 
If you have questions, please email membership@uwfaith.org. 
 
Blessings, 
Ebony Diaz 
Director of Membership and Engagement 
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Cal-Pac Conference United Women in Faith 
South District UWFaith 

2024 MISSION TODAY CRITERIA 

To become a Mission Today Local Organization, the Local Organization (LO) must meet 
EIGHT (8) of the following criteria, including a minimum of FOUR (4) of those marked with 
an Asterisk (*).  Return to your District Mission Education and Interpretation (MEI) 
Coordinator no later than December 15, 2024. 

South District MEI Coordinator’s Name: Francine DeWitt-Haynes 
Address: 1058 Calle del Amor, Chula Vista, CA  91910 
E-mail:   beatrice.witt@sbcglobal.net 
Local Organization Name: 
Contact Person’s Name:   
E-mail / Phone:

C R I T E R I A 
   1.* Use the Prayer Calendar at EACH general meeting of the LO to pray for persons in 

mission and for our mission work with women, children, and youth. 
   2.* The LO will lead their members in the UWF Purpose EACH meeting. 
   3.* The LO will make and meet its pledge to mission. 
   4.* The LO will add at least TWO members to its roll. 
   5.* The LO will have at least TWO members subscribing to Response magazine.  

(Order from the Mission Resource Center.) 
   6.* The LO will use TWO programs from the Program Book for UWF each year. 
   7.* At least ONE member of the LO other than a Conference or District Officer 

took Mission u Study virtual class. 
8. The LO will ADD or E CNCOURAGE their LO’s Young Women’s or Youth Circle.
9. The LO will ADD or ENCOURAGE their LO’s Language Group Circle.
10. At least TWO members of the LO other than a Conference or District Officer attended the

District or Conference Annual Celebration, in person or  virtually.
11. At least TWO members of the LO attended any Young Women’s Event in the Cal-

Pac Conference, in person or virtually.
12. Members shall write to FIVE persons listed in the Prayer Calendar at least once a

year.

14



2 

13. The LO will BE a Five Star LO, contributing to AALL FIVE channels of Mission Giving.
14. Each LO, circle, or subgroup will INCLUDE  a mission moment where an article from

Response magazine will be lifted up as a way to tell the mission story.
15. Have at least TWO persons from the LO, circle, or subgroup complete one of the

Reading Program Plans and report on at least ONE of the books read.
16. The LO invited a District or Conference Officer, other than a member of the LO, to  ONE of

the LO meetings during the year.

Other Mission Work:   

15



 Cal-Pac Conference United Women in Faith      

     2024 Charter for Racial Justice Criteria 

In order for a local organization (LO) to become a member of the Charter for Racial Justice Club, the 
local organization must: 1. Meet the required activity marked with an Asterisk (*) 2. Complete at least 
one activity from each of the three sections 3:  Return completed criteria form to your District Social 
Action Coordinator no later than December 15, 2024 

District Social Action Coordinator’s Name: _____________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________

Local Organization Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person’s Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

E-mail/Phone: ____________________________________________________________________

__* Devote a meeting to studying and discussing the Charter for Racial Justice.  Supply each member
with a copy of the Charter for Racial Justice.

   UNIT PROGRAM (complete at least one) 

 __1.  Hold a group study or present a program on “The History of UMW on Racial Issues” 

__2.  Establish a workshop to study, understand and appreciate the historical and cultural contribution  
of each race to the church and community 

__3.  Share and discuss an article from Response magazine relating to racism 

__4.  Be creative and develop a Racial Justice learning experience for your Local Organization 

ENRICHMENT (complete at least one) 

__1.  Hold a small group study of a book on racial justice from the Reading Resource Program and 
discuss using these three questions:  Who is being exploited?  Who benefits from the exploitation?  
What are we going to do about it? 

16
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__2.  Have at least one member attend a webinar or event on Racial Justice and report back to the Local 
Organization 

__3.  Study a particular issue relating to the Charter for Racial Justice i.e.: racism, immigration rights, 
voting rights, racial/ethnic profiling 

__4.  Develop an enrichment activity of your own related to Racial Justice 

ACTION (complete at least one) 

__1.  Gather and share with Local Organization (or Sunday school class or church members) information 
on local school system regarding ethnic makeup, suspension rate by ethnicity, graduation rate by 
ethnicity. 

__2.  Research current legislation on racial issues and present information as a program or in a church 
newsletter.   

__3.  Research what organizations in your community are working to uncover, challenge and transform 
racism in local systems and institutions.  Discuss how you might be a partner and/or support this work. 

__4.  Develop a Racial Justice action of your own choosing for your local organization or church. 

         RESOURCES 

The following resources may be obtained at unitedmethodistwomen.org, 

Read:  Tools for Leaders: Resources for Racial Justice (174 pages) 

Books from UMW Reading Program 

Response magazine 

Racial Justice Timeline 

History of Racial Justice 

17



Cal-Pac South District 
Gifts and Graces Inventory 

1 

Potential Leaders Information Form 
(To be completed by potential leader.) 

Type or Print (attach additional sheets as necessary) 

Date: 

Name:  

Address:  

Telephone:  (Home)  (Work) (Cell) 

Email:  

Member of Local Church:  

Age:  20s   30s   40s   50s   60s   70s   80s  

Language Spoken:  Racial/Ethnic Identity: 

Employed:  No  Yes  Part Time  Full Time  

Professional skills, job experience: 

Office(s) held in United Women in Faith (United Methodist Women): 

Office Date of Service 

Local 

District 

Conference 

Jurisdiction 

18



Cal-Pac South District 
Gifts and Graces Inventory 

2 

Additional experience on the local, district, conference, or general church level (other than United Women in 
Faith/United Methodist Women), or in the community: 

How will your spiritual journey strengthen your commitment to serve on the District Leadership Team? 

Return to: Lynette Hayes, President 
South District UWFaith 
3940 Hilltop Drive 
San Diego, CA  92102 
(619) 818-5347 Cell or Text
lyn.hayes123@gmail.com

19
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Subscribe to Southern Voice – South District UWFaith Newsletter 

Southern Voice is FREE with an email subscription.   All you have to do is send an email with your full 
name, telephone number, and church to Laddie Perez-Galang at laddieperezgalang@gmail.com. 

The cost for a mailed subscription is $15 per year.  Make check payable to South District UWF.  Please 
mark in the memo line:  “Southern Voice 2025.”  Mail payment and the form below to:  South District 
Treasurer, Joanna Schwend – P.O. Box 2403, Del Mar, CA  92014. 

Southern Voice 2025 Subscription Form:  Please print all information legibly.  Thank you! 

Name:  Address: 

City:    State:  Zip Code+4: 

Telephone (Home/Cell):  Church: 

Enclosed:  $  Check #:  Date Received by UWF Treasurer: 
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