


Sacred Time, 
Funded Well

Writing Your Lilly Renewal Proposal



Clergy Renewal Funding Sources

•Cal-Pac Orders: $3,000 
(https://www.calpacumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-01-
Renewal-Leave-Information.pdf) 

• Austin Seminary, Latine Church Leaders: 
$3,500

•Lilly Endowment, $60,000!



Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Program

• A private philanthropic foundation founded in 1937 by J. K. Lilly 
Sr. and his sons, originally funded with stock in the 
pharmaceutical company Eli Lilly and Company.

• One of its core grant-making focus-areas is religion, especially 
strengthening Christian congregations, pastoral leadership, and 
congregational vitality.

• the Clergy Renewal Program is administered by Christian 
Theological Seminary (CTS) in Indianapolis, via its Center for 
Pastoral Excellence.



Title Slide Option 2
Name, Date, Organization





Writing a Good Proposal
• A sense of purpose

• A sense of balance

• Evidence that the congregation understands
and affirms the value of a renewal program
for its leader

• Benefits both the pastor and the 
congregation

https://www.cts.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/high-
quality-proposal-new-17.pdf



Collaboration is Key
• Have lay leaders help with application!

• The grant is awarded to the congregation, not just 
the pastor.

• Renewal is most powerful when the pastor and 
congregation dream together.

• Builds shared ownership. The leave becomes a 
blessing for everyone, not an absence to endure.



Do’s and Don’ts
• Prepare well; don’t rush!

• Involve the congregation (seriously!)

• Think about the amount of time for Sabbath

• Set a pace for renewal – before and during (AND after!)

• Create a realistic budget

• Plan ahead for re-entry

• Continuing renewal

https://www.cts.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Grace-Notes-2021.pdf





Recent Cal-Pac Recipients

• 2025 – Julie Elkins (for 2026 renewal leave)

• 2024 – Cathie Capp (for 2025)

• 2024 – Brent Ross (for 2025)

• 2022 – Janet Gollery McKeithen (for 2023)

• 2022 – Angela Galanis Price (for 2023)



The Clergy Renewal Programs staff will host the annual 
Information Webinar on Monday, November 24 from 2 - 3:30 
pm EDT. Register by clicking the QR code below



Download and read the Request for Proposal 
(RFP) which has actual submission forms:



Questions???
Rev. Cathie Capp – pastorcathie@uumcirvine.org

Rev. Brent Ross – brent@nhunited.org 

mailto:pastorcathie@uumcirvine.org
mailto:brent@nhunited.org
mailto:brent@nhunited.org
mailto:brent@nhunited.org
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